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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 
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        793-3220 ext. 236, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Go Baby Go! 
Students from Plainville High School, the Middle 
School of Plainville and Central Connecticut State 
University came together recently for a "Go Baby Go" 
workshop. The student groups worked for two days 
to adapt toy cars for local special needs children. The 
children were fitted for the cars during the workshop 
held in the STEM Lab at the high school. 
The Go Baby Go program was originally founded by 
the University of Delaware. 

Grant Supports Family Math and  
Science Nights 
Elementary Math / Science Instructional Leader 
Phil Sanders received a grant from The Plainville 
Community Fund at The Main Street Foundation to 
fund the Family Math and Science Nights program 
for the 2015-2016 school year. The funds will be 
used to purchase supplies needed for scientific 
inquiry as well as materials that families can take 
home to continue their exploration. The materials 
help parents take an active role in the learning pro-
cess. The math games and science experiments 
help build common educational experiences for 
children and parents. The philosophy of math and 
science nights is for families to see, first hand, that 
learning at home can be fun and a worthwhile ex-
perience. Each elementary school will host two 
math and two science nights in the upcoming 
school year.  
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Wheeler Student Competes in CIC 
Wheeler fourth grader, Jaylen Thigpen, recently 
competed in the Connecticut State Invention Con-
vention at The University of Connecticut Gampel Pa-
vilion. His invention (Sound Blaster) was recognized 
out of 950 inventors and 219 schools that were par-
ticipating in the event this year. According to infor-
mation from the CIC, "The Connecticut Invention 
Convention (CIC) is an award winning, international-
ly recognized, nonprofit educational program de-
signed to develop and enhance critical thinking skills 
in children in grades K-8 through invention, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship, while encouraging their 
interest in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics." Wheeler fourth graders have partici-
pated in the event for over a decade.  

PHS Students Honored 
Several Plainville High School students were hon-
ored at the May 11th Board of Education meeting. 
Junior Tyrah Green was recognized for being ad-
mitted to the Telluride Association Summer Pro-
gram (TASP) to be held at Cornell University this 
summer. Tyrah is one of only 64 students out of 
several thousand applicants to be accepted into 
the program. PHS junior Sydney McGough was 
honored for being selected by the Connecticut As-
sociation of Schools to attend the National Federa-
tion of High School Student Leaders' summer con-
ference in Indiana in July. McGough was one of 
only four invited to attend from Connecticut. PHS 
junior Kristen Whalen was honored for receiving 
the 2015 Governor's Scholar Award for overall aca-
demic achievement. Junior Jarod Romankiw and 
senior Stefany Barbagallo were recognized as 
recipients of the Connecticut Association of Boards 
of Education (CABE) Student Leadership Award.  

Did You Know?  
In the Summer 2015 edition of Scholastic Instructor 
Magazine, Toffolon faculty member Susan Fab-
rizio’s blog and related learning activity regarding 
how to use character traits to make connections to 
feelings, was referenced as a resource source for 
the chapter book "The Watson's Go to Birmingham-
1963.” Fabrizio was interviewed for the article which 
may be found at: http://www.scholastic.com/
teachers/article/grades-4-5-diverse-reads. 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 


